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Letter from the President
Greetings from the President!

I would like to introduce myself to everyone as the 2023 President of the Menomonee Falls Historical
Society. My husband Jim and I have lived and raised our family in Menomonee Falls moving here in 1993.  I am
proud and honored to have been nominated to serve in this role and promise to carry out the Mission of
the Historical Society to the best of my ability. That being said, winter is a good time for reflection so

let’s begin with the 2022 season. 
In 2022, all of the Historical Society['s events surpassed expectations in both attendance and financial

revenue.  The longest running social event in Menomonee Falls history is the Silver Tea. The event began in
1966 and in 2022 celebrated its 56th year with its largest baked goods sale ever! What a wonderful tribute to
our founding members that we have upheld this legacy event. The Depot Beer Garden with its selection of six
rotating craft beers, ciders, seltzers, music and food was enjoyed by many families and is our top revenue
generating event.  PROST!!  The Civil War, WWII and new in 2022 the Revolutionary War were all very popular
and Old Falls Village remains a premier showcase for these events under the thoughtful guidance of the
Historical Society.  Halloween Family Fun nights were so successful that for the first time ever we gave

out every single pumpkin!! Membership in the Historical Society is at its highest and Volunteer enthusiasm has
never been greater. THANK YOU to everyone who made the 2022 season such a wonderful success!


Our revenue has helped us fund current renovations in the Train Depot, Caboose, Koch House, Beer Garden
Pavilion, Depot Stage and new pathways for easier access to the Pavilion for guests and musicians. Check

out our information Kiosk completed as an Eagle Project for Troop 67.
All of these successes make the next piece of information difficult to express. The Village of Menomonee
Falls feels strongly that Old Falls Village Park become self-sustaining.  The eventual goal is to eliminate
Village funding for maintenance and utilities at Old Falls Village Park.  The Historical Society is currently

in negotiations with the Village of Menomonee Falls for a lease agreement. At this time the exact
delineation of the role of the Historical Society is unknown, and with meetings occurring frequently by

the time you receive this the details may have already changed. What we do know is that another group,
Friends of Old Falls Village (Friends) is also in negotiations with the Village of Menomonee Falls for a

lease agreement and may be given the approval to run various events established and curated by the
Historical Society.  

We remain hopeful and are diligently advocating to retain the opportunity to continue to oversee the
events established by the Historical Society while offering to financially compensate the Village of

Menomonee Falls to offset the operational costs of the Park. Know that we will keep all of our members
informed through email updates, quarterly newsletters, quarterly meetings, etc. Please be advised that this

information should only be coming from the Executive Board and/or the Board of Directors of the
Historical Society.

We have created a Facebook Group, “Menomonee Falls Historical Society at Old Falls Village Park” for a
quick way to receive updates on the Historical Society and local Historical information. We invite

everyone to join the group!
Sincerely, 

Denise



recently retired after working 40
years as an occupational therapist.

She and her husband Jim have been
married 35 years, and have two

adult children and one
granddaughter. When her children
were young, Denise was very active
in PTA and school activities, leader
of Boy Scout and Girl Scout troops,

and High School Band Bunch.
    For the last three years, Denise

and Jim have been very involved in
the Historical Society, volunteering

at all the major events, Beer
Gardens, parades, decorating inside
and outside spaces, and sitting on
the Health and Safety Committee

and the Depot Beer Garden
Committee.

     Denise has worked for the
Menomonee Falls elections for the

past four years, and recently
completed Chief Inspector training.

Her interests include family time,
antique shopping, crafts, and

gardening.
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Welcome to our newest board members

Spencer Euclide Denise Cichy Ray Kosmeder
 was born and raised in

Menomonee Falls, and at one
time lived right next door to the
one-room schoolhouse that was

previously owned by Mr.
McGee.

    Because of his fond memories
of life in the Falls, Ray joined the

Historical Society two years
ago, and has enjoyed

volunteering at the Beer
Gardens. He has a lot of

experience in that area because
of his 18 years of working at

Irish Fest, making sure
everything was running

efficiently and taking care of
any problems that arose.

    Ray would like to make our
park a better experience for

people of all ages, showcase the
history of Menomonee Falls,

and help Old Falls Village
become a self-sustaining park

where the upkeep of the
buildings and area can be

maintained with less funding
from the Village.




was born, raised, and
attended school in the

Appleton area. He has worked
at a wide variety of jobs and is

currently the lead for
spotweld at Maysteel in

Allenton. He is starting school
at Moraine Park Technical
Collage to be a supervisor.

    Spencer became part of the
Historical Society when he

began dating Jordan Euclide
(formerly Oeltjen). In the last

six years he has enjoyed
volunteering at our events

with his wife Jordan, and he is
always willing to help with any

job that needs to be done.
    Spencer’s hobbies include
golf, bowling, and updating

the home that he and Jordan
own in West Bend. He looks
forward to joining the Board

and becoming even more
involved in the Historical

Society.
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Menomonee Falls Historical Society’s Depot Beer Garden at Old Falls Village Park 
A year in review

The 2022 season at the Depot beer garden brought many improvements and was our most successful year ever.
The beer garden ran from May to October, every Saturday and some Sundays during special events.  Jim Cichy beer

garden chairperson and board member of the Menomonee Falls Historical Society took the reins for his first year to
manage, plan and work the garden. Several details account for the success of the garden.

Supportive volunteers.  A great group of workers helped with the operation of the garden. This year instead of the
tips being given to those who worked the garden, a fund was created with the tip money, toward the end of the season
a party was held to recognize all the wonderful volunteers who worked in all areas of the park.  The rest of the tip

money will be used to plant trees in the park.
Advertising. The Depot Beer garden had a large presence on social media.  Our beer menu was listed each week on

beermenus.com so patrons could see our ever changing offerings of beer.
Beverages.  A variety of craft beer from mainly small Wisconsin breweries were offered, including beers from

Mobcraft, Potosi, Central Waters, and Lakefront.  Beers ranged from stouts to IPAs to lagers and sours.  We also
offered Ciders, Seltzers and non-alcoholic beer. To benefit our nonprofit one of our beer distributors offered a
free keg of beer when we purchased 4 kegs.  We took advantage of this which greatly increased our profits for the

society.
Events.  We had a variety of special events throughout the season.  Keg Killer was very popular, when a patron ordered
a beer and that beer was the last in the keg the Patron received either a free beer or a Keg Killer shirt with the Depot
Logo. The shirt became highly sought after.  Ladies’ day, dog day, bike to beer garden day, corn hole tournament

were just some of the special events.  Octoberfest our final day featured half price beer, trivia contest and a stein
holding contest.

Food.  Our Depot Grill served up hundreds of delicious meals of burgers, hotdogs and pizzas. We also added
vegetarian offering of burgers and dogs.  We offered free popcorn at every beer garden, which was a favorite.  Food

trucks were also serving our patrons on several occasions.  
Pavilion.  We moved the garden into a permanent spot on the east side of the public house. A cement slab was poured

and a pavilion was constructed by volunteers to house our serving Perlick.  A gravel path was constructed to
provide safer footing to the garden.

Future.  We look forward to another great season at the garden.  For those of you who asked for more traditional
beers, plan is to provide offerings of classic Milwaukee beers such has Pabst, Miller and Schlitz in cans. Our garden
was enjoyed by families, neighbors, beer and music lovers alike, we hope to see everyone come out in 2023 to enjoy! 

 Prost. 



A schedule of events is pending due to the park management model change.

Menomonee Falls Historical Society
P.O Box 91

 Menomonee Falls, WI 53052
oldfallsvillage.com

In this Edition we want to spotlight and Thank Jill Schmidt. Jill is
the society's historian, former coordinator of our Silver Tea,

the beer garden popcorn queen and an extremely faithful
volunteer. Jill is our longest running member and had been on our

board of directors the longest. We want to Thank Jill for
everything she has done for the society.

Member SpotlightExecutive Board
2023
Denise Cichy- President
Monika Oeltjen- Vice President
Chris Schulz-Secretary
Jeff Steliga- Treasaurer
2023 Board of
Directors
Jim Cichy
Ray Kosmeder
Jordan Euclide
Spencer Euclide
Marlene Fay
Vikki Schmidt
Todd Schuman
Diane Harley
Jeremy Walz


